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Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims in accordance with the following complete list: 

1. (Currently amended) A method for comparing a query against data contained within a 
database comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving said query; 

(b) extracting a plurality of attributes from a plurality of potential match areas from said 
query; 

(c) converting said plurality of attributes from said query, using at least one linguistic pattern 
matching analytical tool, into a plurality of linguistic pattern strings; 

(d) comparing, using at least one user selectable index property, said plurality of linguistic 
pattern strings with at least one stored linguistic pattern string from at least one stored 
attribute contained within said database for providing a set of matches: 

(e) analyzing e ueh match of said set of matches, using said at least one linguistic pattern 
matching analytical tool, to provide at least one set of matched attributes; 

(f) combining all of said at least one set of matched attributes to provide a combined result; 
and 

(g) wherein at least one of the actions of receiving, extracting, converting, comparing, 
analyzing, and combining is implemented using at least one data processing system. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently amended) A m e thod of comptiring c(u e ry informat i on ab ettt-H-pt triy tH ^hB>f h 
pliirality - of restricted parlie s information cont»in e d within a databa. s e - conipri s iog th e step>-4>f:- 

(a) r e e e ivwg a qu e ry about a party; 

(b) O Ktracting a plura l ity of attribut e s from s aid qu e ry; 

^e)-eoiwc ^ing said plura l ity ofultribut e s irom said qu e ry, using at l e ast on e lingi K^rHeiHttterf: 

-Ti-~ --i-rr-.-.-' cr -z: -:r-:^~=HT~»--Hy-rf4» 

»-d->-<rt> mparing ;.u id-^htfi4ity--fH-4i-Hguiftf^- pattern strings wi th-trt-iear^t-ene i Hor etU-irigiiKt^-' 
ct.HHainiR f-tt- piurahty of - r es triot ed- parties -mfee rnation for pr e— tj-.-^-.-^=— rt^ .. 
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said query inciudes a party's name: and 

said database includes names of parties approved for receiving certain goods. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 5, further including the step of filtering said 
combined result according to pfe-seteete dat least one user selectable criteria. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of employing at 
least one of a Melaphone based analysis, a Phonox based analysis, a Soundex based analysis, 
an N-gram based analysis, an edit -distance based analysis and a dictionaries based analysis. 

9. (Currently amended) A system for comparing a query against data contained within at 
least one database comprising: 

(a) a central processing unit having at least one electronic communications port for receiving 
said query, wherein said central processing unit is attached to said at least one database; 

(b) at least one extraction tool accessible to said central processing unit for extracting a 
plurality of attributes from a plurality of user selectable match areas from said query; 

(c) at least one linguistic pattern analytical tool having characteristics at least some of which 
are user selectable and being accessible to said central processing unit for converting said 
plurality of attributes from said query into a plurality of linguistic pattern strings, and for 
comparing said plurality of linguistic pattern strings with at least one stored linguistic pattern 
string contained within at least one of said database for providing a set of matches; 

(d) said at least one linguistic pattern analytical tool accessible to said central processing unit 
for analyz _ i set of matches to provide at least one set of matched 
attributes; and 

(e) at least one combining tool accessible to said central processing unit for combining all of 
said at least one set of matched attributes to provide a combined result. 
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10. (Currently amended) The system of claim 9, further comprising at least one filtering tool 
accessible to said central processing unit for filtering said combined result according to pf^ 

seteeted at least one user selectable criteria. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein said at least one linguistic pattern 
analytical tool is comprised of at least one of a Metaphone based analysis, a Phonex based 
analysis, a Souudex based analysis, an N-gram based analysis, an edit-distance based 
analysis and a dictionaries based analysis. 

13. (Currently amended) A computer program product for querying a database 
comprising[[:]] a computer useable medium having a computer readable program code 

system for performing the operations o f : . th e computer r e adab[ e-f>r^>gf-H n( cod e 
(a) computer r e adabl e program cod e for receiving a query. 

b": comDutcr readabl e program code for extracting a plurality of attributes from a plurality of 
- ;_ " match areas from said query; 



:c.r'f-\:n< ir rormation of a plurality of attributes i nfortnation from said query into a plurality 
of linguistic pattern strings; 

(d) comput e r readab le program cod e for comparing , with at least one user sclectahic ludex 
property, said plurality of linguistic pattern strings with at least one stored linguistic pattern 
string contained within said database to provide a set of matches; 

(p)~eem9mef^e^AMerfm&mBreeier4m-mi^^^ by at least one user selectable preference 
e ach mat irh-»f said set of matches to provide at least one set of matched attributes; and 

(f) et )mput e r r e adable program cod e for comb i n i ng all of said at least one set of matched 
attributes to provide a combined result. 

14. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 13, further comprising 
computer readable code for filtering said combined result according to ffe-seteeted at least 
one user selectable criteria. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 13, wherein said 
computer readable program code for converting a plurality of informat i on from said query 
into a plurality of linguistic pattern strings and for comparing said plurality of linguistic 




e adable prograni cod e tor providing at least one linguistic pattern analytical 
aracteristics at least some of which are user selectable aftatytteaMeet for 
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pattern strings with at least one stored linguistic pattern string contained within said database 
to provide a set of matches is comprised of at least one of a Metaphone based analysis code, 
Phonex based analysis code, Soiindcx based analysis code, N-gram based analysis code, edit- 
distance based analysis code and dictionaries based analysis code. 

17. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for comparing a query against 
data contained within a database comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving said query; 

(b) extracting a plurality of attributes from a plurality of user selectable match areas from 
said query; 

(c) converting said plurality of attributes, using a Metaphone based linguistic pattern 
analytical tool, into a plurality of Metaphone linguistic pattern strings; 

(d) comparing, using at least one user selectable index property, at least one of said plurality 
of Metaphone linguistic pattern strings with said at least one stored linguistic pattern string 
contained within said database to provide a plurality of Metaphone matches; 

(e) converting said plurality of attributes, using a Phonex based linguistic pattern analytical 
tool, into a plurality of Phonex linguistic pattern strings; 

(f) comparing, using at least one user selectable index property, at least one of said plurality 
of Phonex linguistic pattern strings with said at least one stored linguistic pattern string 
contained within said database to provide a plurality of Phonex matches; 

(g) converting said plurality of attributes, using a Soundex based linguistic pattern analytical 
tool^ into a plurality of Soundex linguistic pattern strings; 

(h) comparing, using at least one user selectable index property, at least one of said plurality 
of Soundex linguistic pattern strings with said at least one stored linguistic pattern string 
contained within said database to provide a plurality of Soundex matches; 

(i) converting said plurality of attributes, using an N-gratn based linguistic pattern analytical 
tool, into a plurality of N-gram linguistic pattern strings; 

(j) comparing, using at least one user selectable index property, at least one of said plurality 
of N-gram linguistic pattern strings with at least one stored linguistic pattern string contained 
within said database to provide a plurality of N-gram matches; 

(k) combining said plurality of Metaphone matches, said plurality of Phonex Matches, said 
plurality of Soundex matches, and said plurality of N-gram matches to form a set of 
combined matches; 

(1) analyzing eaeh- match of said set of matches using said Metaphone based linguistic pattern 
analytical tool, Phonex based linguistic pattern analytical tool, said Soundex based linguistic 
pattern analytical tool, an edit-distance based linguistic pattern analytical tool, and a 
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dictionaries based linguistic pattern analytical tool to provide at least one set of matched 
attributes; 

(m) combining all of said at least one set of matched attributes to provide a combined result; 

and 

(1) wherein at least one of the actions of (a) through (m) above is implemented using at least 
one data processing system. 

18. (New) The method of claim 1. wherein said plurality of potential match areas are user 
selectable. 

19. (New) The method of claim 18, wherein said at least one linguistic pattern matching 
analytical tool used for converting has characteristics at least some of which are user 
selectable. 

20. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein said comparing is by edit distance. 

21. (New) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

monitoring information about said party; 
monitoring information in said database; 

responsive to any change to said party's information, automatically rescreening said 
party for determining whether said party is approved for receiving certain goods; and 

responsive to any change to said database information, automatically rescreening said 
party for determining whether said party is approved for receiving certain goods. 

22. (New) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of filtering said combined 
result according to at least one user selectable criteria. 

23. (New) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of employing a Metaphone 
based analysis, a Phonex based analysis, a Soundex based analysis, an Alphabetic N-gram 
based analysis, a Consonant N-gram based analysis, a Numeric N-gram based analysis, an 
Fdi N-gram based analysis, an Fml N-gram based analysis, an edit-distance based analysis 
and a dictionaries based analysis. 

24. (New) The method of claim 19, further comprising designating, responsive to a match 
candidate containing an unusual word in an unusual words dictionary, said match candidate 
to be a match. 
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